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dE d dee rr tt oo    Hn  n  Ha l l
Now a  bed  and breakfas t ,  th i s  was  typ ica l  o f

homes  for  wel l - to-do Victor ian  fami l ies .
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T h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  p o o r  w e r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  c h i l d r e n  w h o  l i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u -
t i o n .  F a c t o r y  o w n e r s ,  b a n k e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d  l a n d o w n e r s  a l s o  h a d  o f f s p r i n g .  T h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,
how e ver,  u s u a l l y  l ive d  ve r y  d i f f e re n t l y  f ro m  t h e  p o or.

W h i l e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  p o o r  m i g h t  w o r k  a l o n g s i d e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  r e l a -
t i o n s  b e t w e e n  r i ch  p e op l e  a n d  t h e i r  ch i l d re n  we re  o f te n  s t r a i n e d ,
a s  t h e y  on l y  s aw  e a ch  o t h er  b r i e f l y  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  d ay.
Ma ny  a f f l u e n t  Vi c to r i a n  p a ren t s  co n s i d ere d  i t
i n a p prop r i a te  to  co d d l e  t h e i r  c h i l d re n ,
b e l i e v i n g  t o o  mu c h  a f fe c t i o n  wo u l d
l e ave  t h em  u n p re p a re d  f o r  t h e  r i g -
ors of  adult  l i fe. In a wealthy Victorian
house ho ld  pare nt s  usua l ly  e mploye d
a  n a n ny  to  c a re  f o r  t h e  c h i l d ren .  S h e
l ive d  w i t h  t h e  ch i l d re n  i n  t h e i r  ow n
nur ser y, which  was  separ ate  f rom the
re s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e . I t  w a s  h ere  t h a t
t h e  c h i l d re n  a te  a n d  s l e p t .  C h i l d ren
we re  o f te n  m o re  f on d  of  t h e i r  s e r-
v a n t s ,  w h o  c a r e d  f or  t h em , t h a n  of
t h e i r  p a re n t s ,  w h o m  t h e y  r ar e ly  s aw.
O f t en  a  n a n ny  wo u l d  s t ay  w i t h  o n e
f a m i l y  h e r  w h o l e  wo r k i n g  l i f e  a n d
c a r e  for  m o re  t h a n  on e  g e ne r a t i on
o f  ch i l d r en .

Vi c tor i a n  c h i l d re n  o f  a f f lu e n t  f a m i l i e s  d re s s e d  a s  m i n i a t ur e  ve r s i o n s  o f  t h e i r  p a re n t s .  Up  to  t h e
a g e  o f  t h re e  or  f o u r  b oy s  wo re  d re s s e s .  T h e y  t h e n  wore  b re e ch e s  a n d  su i t s .  Twe e d  s u i t s  a n d
s a i l or  s u i t s  w ere  ver y  p op u l a r  f o r  yo u n g  g e n t l em e n.  G i r l s  wo re  co rs e t s  a n d  f u l l  s k i r t s  w i t h  l o t s
o f  f r i l l s .  Th e y  h ad  t o  m ove  c a re f u l l y  to  avo i d  k n o ck i n g  a ny t h i n g  over.  C h i l d ren  h a d  n o  s p e c i a l
p l ay  c l o t h e s  a n d  s o  we re  e x p e c te d  t o  p l ay  prop e r l y  a n d  n o t  g e t  d i r t y.

We a l t hy  ch i l d r en  t y p i c a l l y  h a d  nur s e r y  f i l l e d  w i t h  toy s .  O l d er  c h i l d re n  o f te n  ow ne d  a  toy  t h e -
a te r.  G a m e s  p l aye d  o u t s i de  ch a n g e d  a cco rd i n g  t o  t h e  s e a s o n .  Re a d i n g  w a s  a  f avo r i te  p a s t i m e .
B o o k s  w e l l - l ove d  by  c h i l d ren  i n c lu d e d  O l i v e r  Tw i s t  a n d  A  C h r i s t m a s  C a ro l  by  C h a r l e s  D i cke n s ,
Al i c e ’s  Adv e n t u re s  i n  Wo n d e r l a n d  by  Le w i s
C a r ro l l ,  A n n a  S e w e l l ’s  B l a c k  B e a u t y .  a n d
Rob er t  L o u i s  S te ve n s on’s  Tr e a s u r e  I s l a n d .

Fo r  w e l l - to - d o  yo u n g  g en t l e m en,  a n  e d u -
c a t i o n  e i t h e r  m e a n t  b e i n g  t a u g h t  a t  h o m e
by  a  p r i v a te  t uto r  o r  a t te n d i n g  a  p u b l i c
b o a rd i n g  s cho o l  su ch  a s  Eto n  or  Ru g by. At
sc hool  b oys  were  taught  C las s i c s  (La t in  and
Greek) as well as reading, writing, and arithmetic.
Af t e r  a t te n d i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i t  w a s  i m -
p or t a n t  t h a t  a  yo u n g  m a n  g o  to  t h e  r i g h t
u n i ve r s i t y  s o  t h a t  h e  co u l d  m a ke  co n t a c t s
fo r  h i s  f ut ur e .  T h e  b e s t  u n iver s i t i e s  we re
O x fo rd  a n d  C a m br i d g e .

A  g i r l ’s  e d u c a t i on  w a s  n o t  con s i d e re d  t o
b e  a s  i m p or t a n t  a s  s h e  w a s  n or m a l l y  d e s -
t ined  to  become w ife  and mother. Gir l s  were
t a u g h t  a t  h o m e  by  a  g over n e s s  a n d  l e s s o n s

          a     t  R e i    e  a  h eR e p l i c a  o f  a  m o r e  a f f l u e n t  h o m e
This  repl ica  i s  in  a  house  b ehind the  “Victor ian School

of  the  3r s ,” L langol le n , Nor th  Wales .
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Source :  Ma r ie  C lare  Pe iuy, Vi c t or ian  New s tead  “A Vi c t o r ian  Chi ldho o d  a t  New s tead  Abbe y”   C i t y  o f  Not t ing-
h a m .

i n c lu d e d  s ke tch i n g ,  s i n g i n g ,  a n d  e m bro i de r y. Vi c tor i a n  g i r l s  a l s o  p r a c t i ce d  d e p o r t m en t  w h i c h
w a s  t h e  a r t  o f  s i t t i n g  a n d  m ov i n g  prop er l y.  Fo r  m a ny  w e a l t hy  yo u n g  l a d i e s  l i f e  w a s  a n  e n d l e s s
ro u n d  of  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s — a t ten d i n g  b a l l s ,  t h e  o p er a , o r  t h e  t h e a te r,  s o  a s  t o  b e  s e en  by  p ro-
s p e c t i v e  s u i t o r s .

D e s p i t e  s u f f e r i n g  h a r d s h i p s  s u c h  a s  c o l d  h o u s e s ,  l a c k  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n t a c t ,  a n d  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o
s er i o u s  c h i l d h o o d  d i s e a s e s ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  l ive s  o f  we a l t hy  Vi c tor i a n  ch i l d r en  w e re  t y p i c a l l y
h a p py.  T h e y  w ere  i n  t h e  c a re  o f  t h e i r  n a n ny  a n d  h a d  a  co n s t a n t  s u p p ly  o f  t oy s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .
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