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Lesson 1

Student Handout 1.1—A Creation Myth From the Yoruba People of West Africa

Before creation, Earth was a huge mass of water. Olodumare, the Supreme Deity and Sky God,

summoned Obatala, his vice-deity, to his presence. He commanded him to begin creation, by

creating "land mass." With a vine attached to a piece of dry soil, Obatala descended on the

watery mass and began his job. He dropped the vine and soil on the surface of the water and with

the assistance of a hen and a pigeon, anchored the vine and scattered the soil about. When a

portion of the surface had been covered with the soil, Obatala eagerly reported to Olodumare the

successful completion of the work of creating Earth.

Olodumare then commanded Obatala to return to the land mass, a place called Ife, to create

human beings. Obatala started making human beings out of clay, but he made a mess of his

work.  Olodumare dismissed him and sent another being named Oduduwa to finish the job

correctly. Oduduwa did well. He created the first community of humans at Ife and became their

leader. Later he sent several of his own sons to found kingdoms in other parts of the region. And

that's how the world became populated.

Source: Richard M. Dorson, ed., African Folklore (Garden City, NY: Anchor, 1972, 322-323.

Summary and Questions:

1. Summarize the above myth in your own words.

2. What can we learn about the way that ancient Yoruba people thought about creation from

this myth?

3. Why do you think ancient Yoruba people thought in this way?
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Lesson 1

Student Handout 1.2—A Babylonian Creation Myth (Enuma Elish)

Before the universe was created, the gods engaged in a civil war. One group of gods called

Anunnaki determined to beat the other gods. They chose Marduk, a very young god, to serve as

their leader. After arming himself, Marduk set out to challenge the monster-goddess Tiamat.

After he killed her, Marduk cut Tiamat in half. He used her top half to form the sky and her

bottom half to form the Earth. After Tiamat’s death, those who sided with her were enslaved and

forced to work for the Anunnaki gods. However, after some time passed, Marduk also destroyed

Tiamat’s husband, Kingu. From Kingu’s blood, Marduk created mankind. Marduk established

Babylon as his own residence.

For the text of  Enuma Elish, the Babylonian creation story, go to

http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/enuma.html

Summary and Questions:

1. Summarize the above myth in your own words.

2. What can we learn about the ways in which ancient Babylonians thought about gods from

this creation myth?

3. What can we learn about the ways in which ancient Babylonians thought about themselves

from this creation myth?

4. Why do you think that ancient Babylonians thought in these ways?

5. Do you think those who told these stories regarded some parts of them as symbolic and

others as literally true? Which parts do you think they thought of as symbolic?
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Lesson 1

Student Handout 1.3—Genesis, Chapter 1

[1] In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

[2] And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And

the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

[3] And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

[4] And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

[5] And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the

morning were the first day.

[6] And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters

from the waters.

[7] And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from

the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

[8] And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second

day.

[9] And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let

the dry land appear: and it was so.

[10] And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:

and God saw that it was good.

[11] And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree

yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

[12] And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding

fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

[13] And the evening and the morning were the third day.

[14] And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the

night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

[15] And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it

was so.
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[16] And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule

the night: he made the stars also.

[17] And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,

[18] And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and

God saw that it was good.

[19] And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

[20] And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and

fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

[21] And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters

brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw

that it was good.

[22] And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and

let fowl multiply in the earth.

[23] And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

[24] And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping

thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

[25] And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every

thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

[26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all

the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

[27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female

created he them.

[28] And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the

earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and

over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

[29] And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of

all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for

meat.
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[30] And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth

upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

[31] And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening

and the morning were the sixth day.

Source: Bible, King James Version. Humanities Text Initiative, University of Michigan.

http://www.hti.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=DIV1&byte=1477.

Questions:

1. How does this chapter of the Bible describe God’s role in creation?

2. How does this chapter of the Bible describe people’s role in the world?

3. Make a list of five details that this chapter of the Bible explains about creation.


