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M r. G e o rg e  Ru f f ,  Up p er  Pa r l i a m e n t  No t t i n g h a m

I  a m  a  c h i m n e y  s we e p er,  a n d  a l s o  ow n  a  s h op  h ere .  Twe n t y - f i ve  y e a r s  a go  I  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  a g e n t  i n
t h i s  t ow n  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i on  f o r m ed  to  p re ve n t  t h e  u s e  o f  c l i m bi n g  b oys .

At  on e  t i m e  s o on  a f te r  t h e  Act  ( 3  &  4  Vi c .  C . 8 5 ,  1 8 4 0 )  t h e i r  nu m b e r  i n  t h i s  tow n  w a s  b ro u g h t
ver y  l ow. B u t  l a te l y  t h e y  h a ve  ve r y  m u ch  i n c re a s ed .  A  f e w  m o n t h s  a go  I  m a d e  o u t  a  l i s t  o f  1 4
m en  h e re  e m p l oy i n g  b e t w e e n  2 1  b oy s ;  o n e  em p l oye d  3 .  I  h ave  s i n ce  f o u n d  t h a t  I  h a d  om i t t e d
so m e . T h e  b oys  a r e ,  I  s h o u l d  s ay,  b e t w e e n  t h e  a ge s  o f  8  a n d  1 4  w i t h  f e w  p e rh a p s  o f  6  a n d  7 .  I  a m
cer t a i n  t h a t  u n l e s s  s o m e t h i n g  i s  don e  t h i n g s  w i l l  s o o n  b e  a s  b a d  a s  e ve r.  T h ere  i s  a  co m p e t i t i o n
h ere  b e t w e en  t h o s e  w h o  u s e  b oys  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  n o t ,  a n d  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  t h o s e  m a s te r s
w h o  o b j e c t  to  t h e i r  u s e  h a s  b e e n  fo r m e d  to  s t op  i t .  I  h ave  n o t h i n g  to  d o  w i t h  i t .

T h e  l aw  a g a i n s t  c l i m bi n g  b oys  i s  a  d e a d  l e t te r  h ere .  At  f i r s t  a  p a i d  a g e n t  w a s  em p l oye d  by  s o m e
g e n t l em e n  a n d  l a d i e s  i n  t h e  t ow n  to  w a tc h  t h e  s we e p s ,  bu t  h e  h a s  g iven  u p,  a s  h e  c a m e  to
ne g l e c t  t h e  d u t y.

No  p ro s e c ut i o n s  we re  b ro u g h t  t i l l ,  a s  n e a r l y  a s  I  re m em b e r, a b o ut  1 2  y e a r s  a go  w h e n  M r. Pe te r
Ha l l  v i s i te d  t h i s  t ow n,  a m ong s t  o t h e r  p l a ce s  f or  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  h e  c a m e  a t  i n te r v a l s  a f ter-
w a r d s  but  h a s  o f  l a t e  d i s con t in u e d  h i s  v i s i t s .  S om e  s w e e p s  a n d  on e  h o u s e h o l d er  w e re  conv i c te d
a n d  p u n i s h e d  b ut  s e ve r a l  g o t  o f f .  T h e  m a g i s t r a te  re qu i r e d  e v i d en ce  w h i c h  i t  w a s  a l m o s t  i m p o s -
s ib le  to  procure , s uch  as  se e ing  the  b oy  ac tua l ly  in  or  jus t  l eav ing  the  ch imney. Mr. Ha l l  compla ine d
t h a t  a f te r  a l l  h i s  co s t  a n d  t ro u bl e  h e  f a i l e d  h ere ,  i n  m a ny  c a s e s  o n  e v i d e n ce  c l e a r  e n o u g h  to
co nv i c t  a ny w h ere  e l s e  a s  s e e i n g  a  b oy  en te r  a  h o u s e  w i t h o u t  a  m a ch i n e  a n d  l e ave  i t  w i t h  s o o t .
He  w a s  h owe ve r  m u ch  d re a de d  by  t h e  s w e e p s  a n d  a s  s o on  a s  h i s  a r r iv a l  b e c a m e  k n ow n  by  t h e
r a i l w ay  p o l i c em e n  or  a ny  on e  s e e i n g  h i m  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n s  t h e  s we e p s  we re  a l l  o n  t h e i r  g u a rd  a n d
h e  h a d  to  e m p l oy  a  p e r so n  u n k n ow n  to  w a tch  t h e  s w e e p s  f or  h i m .

T h e  u s e  o f  b oys  i s  m u c h  en co u r a g e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a ny  h o u s e h o l d er s  w i l l  h ave  t h e i r  ch i m -
ne y s  s w e p t  by  b oy s  i n s te a d  o f  by  m a ch i n e s .  I  h ave  mys e l f  l o s t  a  g re a t  a m o u n t  o f  c u s to m  w h i ch  I
s h o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h ave ,  a n d  s om e  w h i c h  I  fo rm e r ly  h a d  a t  l a r g e  h o u s e s  a n d  p u b l i c  e s t a b l i s h -
m en t s  b e c a u s e  I  w i l l  n o t  u s e  b oys .  Th a t  re a s on  w a s  n o t  g iven .  B ut  I  w a s  n o t  e m p l oye d  a f t er  I
re f u s e d .  I  h ave  b e e n  s e n t  aw ay  e ve n  f rom  m a g i s t r a te s ’ h o u s e s  a n d  i n  s om e  c a s e s  e ve n  by  l a d i e s
w h o  h ave  p rof e s s e d  to  p i t y  t h e  b oy s  fo r  re f u s i n g  to  u s e  t h e m .

Howe ve r,  t o  s a t i s f y  p a r t i c u l a r  c u s t om e rs  a n d  i n  o rde r  to  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  j o b s  w h ere  p e r h a p s  o ne
ch i m n e y  o ut  o f  a  l o t  w o u l d  n e e d  a  b oy, I  d i d  fo r  a  t i m e  t r y  t o  br i n g  u p  o n e  of  my  ow n  c h i l d re n  to
i t ,  b ut  my  w i fe  a n d  I  f e l t  t h a t  w e  co u l d  n o t  s t a n d  i t  a ny  l o ng e r  a n d  t h a t  we  wo u l d  s o o ne r  g o  to
t h e  wor k h o u s e  t h a n  s u f f e r  w h a t  w e  d i d  f rom  i t .

No  on e  k n ow s  t h e  c r u e l t y  w h i c h  a  b oy  h a s  t o  u n d erg o  i n  l e a r n i n g . T h e  f l e s h  mu s t  b e  h a rd ene d .
T h i s  i s  don e  by  r u bb i n g  i t ,  c h i e f l y  on  t h e  e l b ow s  a n d  k n e e s  w i t h  t h e  s t ro ng e s t  br i n e  a s  t h a t  go t
f rom  a  p o r k  s h op  c l o s e  by  a  h o t  f i re .  Yo u  mu s t  s t a n d  o ve r  t h e m  w i t h  a  c a n e  o r  co a x  t h e m  by  a
p ro m i s e  o f  a  h a l f - p en ny  & c  i f  t h e y  w i l l  s t a n d  a  fe w  m o re  r u b s .

At  f i r s t  t h e y  w i l l  com e  b a ck  f ro m  t h e i r  wo r k  w i t h  t h e i r  a r m s  a n d  k n e e s  s t re a m i n g  w i t h  b l o o d
a n d  t h e  k n e e s  l o o k i n g  a s  i f  t h e  c a p s  h ad  b e en  p u l l e d  o f f .

Chi ldren’s  Employ m ent  Co mmiss ion,  1862 :  F i r s t  Re por t  o f  Commiss ioners  Presen ted  to  B oth  Houses  o f
Pa r l i ament ,  1863 .
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T h e  b e s t  a g e  fo r  te a ch i n g  b oys  i s  a b o u t  6 .  T h a t  i s
t h o u g h t  a  n i ce  t r a i n a b l e  a g e .  B u t  I  h ave  k n ow n  2
a t  l e a s t  o f  my  n e i g h b o r ’s  c h i l d ren  b e g i n  a t  t h e  a g e
o f  5 .  I  o n ce  s aw  a  ch i l d  o f  o n l y  4 ½  ye a r s  i n  t h e
market  place  in  his  sooty  c lothes  and w ith his  scraper
i n  h i s  h a n d .  I  k n ow  t h a t  w a s  h i s  a g e .  S om e  s a i d
“ l o o k  a t  t h a t  l i t t l e  f e l l ow,  h e  i s  n o t  4 ?  Bu t  o n e  m a n
s t a n d i n g  b y  s a i d  “ h e’s  4  ½  h i s  f a t h e r  ( n a m i n g  h i m )
to l d  m e  h i s  b i r t h d ay, a n d  s a i d  t h a t  h e  b e g a n  w h en
he was 4  and that  he would make a  nice  l i t t le  cl imber.”

No t t i n g h a m  i s  f a m o u s  for  c l i m b i n g  b oys .  T h i s  i s
on account of the chimneys being so narrow. A Nottingham
b oy  i s  o r  w a s  wo r t h  m ore  to  s e l l .

A  b oy  o f  a b o ut  7  o r  8  w a s  s to l en  f rom  m e  o n ce .  As
h e  w a s  i n  t h e  s t re e t  a  m a n  s e i z e d  h i m  f rom  b e h i n d
i n  h i s  a r m s , c a r r i e d  h i m  o f f  s t r a i g h t  t o  a  l o d g i n g
h o u s e  a n d  s t u p e f i e d  h i m  w i t h  d r u g ge d  t e a .  Af t er
t h e  t e a  t h e  c h i l d  f e l l  i n to  de e p  s l e e p  a n d  l o s t  a l l
h i s  a p p e t i te .  A n  i n s p e c to r  a n d  I  r a ce d  h i m  to  Hu l l .
T h e  b oy  w a s  s o  g l a d  to  f i n d  t h a t  “m a s ter ” h a d  com e .
The  man ha d  sa id  tha t  i f  the y  ha d  g ot  h im to  Fr ance ,
t h e y  s h o u l d  h ave  h a d  1 0  p o u n d s  f or  h i m . T h ere
w a s  a n o t h e r  b oy  fo u n d  w i t h  h i m .

S e ve n  o r  e i g h t  ye a r s  a go  a  b oy  w a s  s m o t h ere d  i n  a
ch i m n e y  h e re .  T h e  d o c tor  w h o  o p e ne d  h i s  b o d y
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  p u l l e d  h i s  h e a r t  a n d  l i ver  o u t  o f
p l a ce  i n  d r a g g i n g  h i m  d ow n.  .  .  .

CC nh i m n e     y  Sw ee e p s
O n c olog y ' s  Ar r i va l  in  the  ‘Age  o f  Reas on ,’

“Cancer  among  ch imne y  sweeps ,”
U.S .  Nat io na l  L ibrar y  o f  Medic ine
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““““ TTTT H E  L L L  L I TI T L ET L E  C C C  C IH I M N E YY   S   S E EW E E P ””””
bbbb  r M M ry  M ry  M r..   U U U U rrrr rr oo n   n  n  ( p un  ( p u   t tt  tt  t   m mo  mo  m  i  i  u s i c  bu s i c  b y   y  y  M ry  M r....      WWWW....     T T....     P Pa ra ra ra r ))k )k )

‘ Tw a s  a  ke e n  f ro s t y  m or n ,  a n d  t h e  s n ow  h e a v y  f a l l i n g ,
Wh en  a  c h i l d  o f  m i s f or t u n e  w a s  t hu s  s a d ly  c a l l i n g ,  “ Sw e e p !  Sw e e p !  I  a m  co l d  a n d  t h e

Sno w  i s  ve r y  d e e p,
“O, p r ay  t a ke  co m p a s s i o n  on  p o o r  l i t t l e  s we e p !

Swe e p !  Swe e p ! ”
T h e  t e a rs  d ow n  h i s  ch ec k s  i n  l a r g e  d rop s  w e re  f a s t  ro l l i n g ,

Un n o t i c ’d ,  u n p i t y ’d  by  t h o s e  by  h i m  s t ro l l i n g ,
Wh o  f re qu e n t l y  w a r n’d  h i m , a t  d i s t a n c e  to  ke e p

Wh i l e  h e  c r i e d ,  “ Ta ke  com p a s s i o n  o n  p o o r  l i t t l e  s we e p ! ”

In  v a i n  h e  i m p l o r ’d  p a s s i n g  s t r a n g er s  fo r  p i t y,
T h i s  s m i l ’d  a t  h i s  p l a i n t s  a n d  t h a t  b a n t e r ’d  h i s  d i t t y :

Hu m a n i t y ’s  o f f s pr i n g  a s  ye t  l ay  a s l e e p.
Nor  h e a rd  t h e  s a d  w a i l i n g  of  p o o r  l i t t l e  s we e p.

At  t h e  s te p  o f  a  d o o r,  h a l f  f ro ze  a n d  d e j e c te d ,
He  s a t  d ow n  a n d  g r i e v ’d ,  to  b e  s h un’d  a n d  n e g l e c te d ;

Wh e n  a  k i n d - h e a r te d  d a m s e l  by  c h a n ce  s aw  h i m  w e e p,
A n d  re s o l v ’d  to  b e f r i e n d  h i m , t h e  d i s t re s s ’d  l i t t l e  s w e e p.

“Swe e p !  Sw e e p ! ’

In  r a p t ure  s h e  g a z ’d  o n  e a ch  b l a ck  s o o t y  f e a t ure ,
An d  h u g g ’d  to  h er  b o s o m  t h e  f o u l - s m e l l i n g  c r e a t ur e !

Wh o  s av ’d  b y  a  s i s te r  n o  l ong er  n e e d  c re e p
T h ro’ l a n e s ,  co u r t s  a n d  a l l e y s ,  a  p o or  l i t t l e  s we e p.

Source :  Quoted  in  R i chard  I l i f fe  and  Baq ule y, Vi c t or ian  Not t ing ham:  A  St or y  in  P i c t u re s  Vol .  16 ,  Not t ing ham
His tor ica l  F i l e s  (D er by  and  S ons ,  n .d . ) .


