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BB R I HR I T I S H   P   P A R E N TA R L I A M E N T RA R Y  P P P  P A P E R S

CCCC llh i l d rh i l d ree nnnn’’ s  E p l os  E p l os  E m p l os  E m p l oyy m em e  E M N S , M N E S ,n t  ( M I N E S ) ,n t  ( M I N E S ) ,  1 2  1 2 1 8 4 2 1 8 4 2

No. 16 . Hannah  Ric hardson , th i r t y -n ine  year s  o f  ag e .  Examined  a t  In take ,
Fe bruar y  17—

I’ve  o ne  ch i ld  tha t  works  in  the  p i t ;  h e’s  g o ing  o n  ten . He  i s  d ow n f rom  6  to
8 ;  he  i s  a  t r a pper ;  he’s  not  much t i red  w i th  the  work , i t ’s  only  the  conf ineme nt
t h a t  t r i e s  h i m .  He  l i ke s  i t  pre t t y  we l l ,  f or  h e’d  r a t h er  b e  i n  t h e  p i t  t h a n  go  to
scho o l .  T here  i s  not  much  d i f f eren ce  in  h i s  hea l th  s ince  he  went  in to  the
p i t .  He  w a s  a t  s ch o o l  b e fore , a n d  c a n  re a d  pre t t y  w e l l ,  but  c a n’ t  w r i te . .  .  .
I ’ve  anothe r  son  in  the  p i t ,  17  year s  o ld ;  he’s  a  h ur r i er  and  f i l l e r.  He  wen t
i n to  t h e  p i t  a t  e i g h t  ye a rs  o l d . I t ’s  n o t  hur t  h i s  h e a l t h  n or  h i s  a pp e t i te ,  f or
he’s  a  go od  s i z e .  I t  would  hur t  us  i f  ch i ldren  we re  pre ven ted  f rom  work ing
t i l l  11  o r  12  years  o ld , b e cause  we  have  no  jobs  to  l ive  now as  i t  i s .

No. 1 0 1 .  Benj a m i n  Me l lor,  4 6  ye a rs  o l d . Ex a m i n ed  March  1 8 , 1 8 4 1

I am under-ground steward to four of  Mr. Clarke’s pits and I have the superintendence
of  ab ove  90  co l l i e r s .  I  have  know n ch i ldre n  go  a s  ear ly  a s  s ix ,  but  the  us ua l
age  would  b e  n ine  or  ten . T he y  cou ld  t r ap  f i r s t .  T he y  g ene ra l ly  b e g in  to
hur r y  a t  11  o r  12 . T h ere  a re  not  qu i te  so  many  g i r l s  go  a s  b oys .  .  .  .  I  do  not
th ink  tha t  c h i ldren  su f fer  f rom  the  wo rk . I t  i s  u sua l  pr ac t ice  for  g i r l s  to
work  in  p i t s  here . .  .  .  I f  a  man  was  to  o f fer  an  insu l t  to  a  g i r l  in  a  p i t  she
would  f i r s t  t ake  he r  f i s t  and  g ive  h im a  b low in  h i s  f a ce .

No. 109 . Mat he w L ind le y

I  am near ly  52  years  o ld . I  am a  co l l i er  in  Mess r s .  Day  and  Tw ib e l l ’s  p i t .
Chi ldre n  a re  some t imes  broug ht  to  p i t s  a t  the  age  o f  s ix  years  and  are  t ake n
ou t  o f  t h e i r  b ed s  a t  fo u r  o’ c lo ck  a n d  b e t we en  t h a t  a n d  f ive  t h ro u g h o ut  t h e
year.  T he y  l eave  the  p i t s  b e t we en  four  and  f ive  in  the  a f te rno on, mak ing  an
aver age  12  hour s’ work .  T he y  have  a  l i t t l e  mi lk  o r  a  l i t t l e  cof fe e  and  a  b i t  o f
bre a d  i n  t h e  m or n i n g  b e fore  t h e y  go  to  t h e  p i t ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  t a ke  n o t h i n g
w i t h  t h em  but  a  l i t t l e  bre a d  a n d  pe r h a p s  a  l i t t l e  t e a .  .  .  .

I t  would  b e  b e t ter  for  the  hea l th  o f  the  ch i ldre n , b e t ter  fo r  the i r  mor a l s ,
b e t ter  fo r  the i r  e duca t ion , b e t ter  for  the  Gover nment  and  for  the  count r y
tha t  c h i ldren  shou ld  b e  pre ven te d  f rom wor k ing  t i l l  the y  were  11  years  o ld ;
but  I  th ink  i t  would  b e  hard  o n  many  pare nt s  un le s s  wages  rose .  .  .  .
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No. 114 .  S .S .  Scr iven , Sub-Commiss ioner

T h e  e s t i m a t i on  of  t h e  s ex  h a s  e ver  b e en  h e l d  a  te s t  o f  t h e  c iv i l i z a t i on  of  a
p e op le .  Sha l l  i t  the n  b e  sa id  tha t  in  the  ver y  hear t  o f  our  ow n count r y—
from  w hic h  mis s ions  a r e  da i ly  s ent  to  te ach  Go d’s  l aw  and  mi l l ions  up on
mi l l ions  have  b e en  g enerous ly  p oure d  for th  for  the  manumiss io n  of  hos t s
i n  a  d i s t a n t  l a n d — t h a t  t h e re  s h a l l  ex i s t  a  s t a te  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  w h i ch  hu n d re d s
of  young g ir ls  are sacrif iced to such shameless  indecencies , f i l thy abominations,
a n d  c r u e l  s l aver y  a s  i s  fo u n d  to  ex i s t  i n  o u r  co a l  p i t s ?  Ch a i n ed , b e l ted ,
har nes se d , l i ke  dog s  in  a  g o-car t—b lack  sa t ur a te d  w i th  we t ,  and  more  than
ha l f  nake d—cr awl ing  up on  the i r  hands  and  fe e t  and  dr agg ing  heavy  lo ads
behind them, they present an appearance indescribably disgusting and unnatural.

No. 171 . Henr y  Br i ggs  .  Esq . One  o f  the  prop r ie tors  o f  the  Messe r s . S tans f i e l d
and  Br igg s ’ co a l  mines ,  F lo c ton . Examined  a t  O ver ton  near  Wa ke f i e ld ,  May
3 ,  1841 .

Think  the  mo ra l s  o f  the  co l l i e r s  fu l l  a s  good , i f  not  b e t ter,  than  in  the
ne ig hb or ing  d i s t r i c t s . Gamb l ing  i s  o ne  of  the i r  ch ie f  v ice s . .  .  .  T h ere  i s  a
g rea t  n umb er  o f  i l l e g i t imate  ch i ldren . .  .  .  I t  i s  not  more  common among
t h e  fem a l e s  w h o  wor k  i n  p i t s  t h a n  a m on g  t h o s e  w h o  wo r k  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  T h e
sys tem has  p re v a i l ed  long  o f  hav ing  g i r l s  in  p i t s ;  more  so  for mal ly  than
now ;  i t  i s  one  dec ided ly  b e t ter  avo ided  i f  poss ib le ;  i t  must  in jure  the  mor a l i t y
in  so me  de g ree ,  and  then  i t  pre ve nt s  the i r  l ea r n ing  any th ing  e l s e .  .  .  .  I  am
de c i de d ly  o f  t h e  op i n i on  t h a t  t h e y  a re  m o re  c l e a n ly  a n d  l e s s  i m m or a l  t h a n
g i r l s  w ho  work  in  f a c tor i e s .

No. 194 . Mrs .  Nancy  Watson

I  don’t  t h i n k  i t  do e s  t h e  g i r l s  a ny  g oo d  goi n g  i n  t h e  p i t s ,  but  s o m e  a re  w e l l
b ehave d  tha t  g o. G i r l s  go  b ecause  the y  can  g e t  b e t ter  wag es  than  the y  can  in
the  f i e lds .  The  c h i ldren  g e t  s cho o l ing  here  f a r  b e t ter  than  mos t  p la ces .
T h ere  a re  fe w  p l a ce s  w h ere  p eop l e  t a ke  suc h  p a i n s  w i t h  t h e  p o or  a s  M r s .
S tans f i e ld  do es  and  a l l  o f  them a t  the  Manorhouse .  T h e y  d on’t  g e t  such
pa ins  t aken  e l s ew h ere .
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No. 2 0 8 . Mar y  Ma r gers on , a g ed  1 6 .

I  wor k  i n  a  p i t  a bove  t h e  o n e  wh e re  Fa n ny  D r a ke  wor k s .  We  wor k  f rom  6  i n
the  mo rning  t i l l  5  a t  n ig ht .  I  d on’t  s top  for  d inne r.  I  ge t  m uck  up  g ener a l ly
a l l  t h e  t i m e  a n d  I  re s t  o d d  t i m e s . I  hur r y  a lone , to  d ip. I  am qui te  sure  I
have  no b o dy  to  he lp  me . I  work  for  Joseph  L i s te r,  w ho  pays  me . T he  p i t  i s
ve r y  we t .  T he  water  comes  up  near ly  to  my  ca lves  g ener a l ly,  t i l l  the y  l e t  i t
o f f .  I t  i s  o f ten  so  for  a  week  to ge ther.  I  f ind  i t  ver y  heavy  work .  I  am ver y
t i red  w hen  I  come  home. I  h ur r y  b oth  muck  and  coa l s .  .  .  .  I  w ear  a  p e t t i coa t
and  sh i f t  and  s t ays .  The re  i s  a  co l d  w ind  in  th e  p i t .  Th e  m a n  I  wor k  f or
wears  noug h t ,  he  i s  s t a r k  nake d . I  don’ t  l i ke  be ing  in  the  p i t .  .  .  .

Sp e e ch  by  Lord  As h l e y,  1 8 4 2

But  now mark  the  e f fec t  o f  the  sys tem  on  wo men:  i t  causes  a  to ta l  i gnor ance
of  a l l  d omes t i c  dut i e s ;  the y  know noth ing  tha t  the y  oug ht  to  know ; the y
are  re n dere d  u n f i t  for  t h e  dut i e s  o f  wom en  by  ove r wor k , a n d  b e com e  ut te r ly
de mor a l i ze d . In  the  ma le  the  mor a l  e f fe c t s  o f  the  sys tem are  ver y  sad , but
in  the  f e male  the y  a re  in f in i t e ly  worse ,  not  a lone  up on themse lves ,  but
u p on  the i r  f ami l i e s , u p on so c ie t y,  and  I  may  add  up on  the  countr y  i t s e l f .  I t
i s  bad  e noug h  i f  you  cor ru p t  the  man  but  i f  you  cor r u pt  the  woman, you
p oi son  the  water s  o f  l i f e  a t  the  ver y  founta in . S i r,  i t  app ear s  tha t  the y  a re
w hol ly  d i sq ua l i f i ed  f rom  e ven  l ear n ing  how to  d i sc harge  the  dut i e s  o f  w i fe
a n d  m o t h er.

Wi l l i am Cor b e t t ,  1824

In  the  co t ton  sp inning  work ,  these  c rea t ures  a re  ke pt  in  a  hea t  o f  f rom 80-
8 4  d e g re e s .  Th e  do or  o f  t h e  p l a ce  w h e re i n  t h e y  wor k  i s  l o cked . Exce pt  f or
h a l f  a n  h o u r  a t  t e a  t i m e , t h e  p eo p l e  a re  not  a l lowed  to  s end  for  wa ter  to
dr ink . In  ad d i t ion , t her e  i s  th e  dus t  a n d  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  co t ton - f ly i n g s  or
fuz ,  w hich  the  unfor tunate  c rea t ures  have  to  inha le .  Men  are  re ndere d  o ld
and  pas t  l ab or  a t  for t y  years  o f  age ,  and  the  ch i ldre n  made  d ecrep i t  and
d e f o r m e d .

S ource :  Nat io na l  Co a l  Mining  Museum f or  Eng land , Vi c t o r i a n  Wor ke r s  (1997) . [Tea ch ing  Mater ia l s ]


