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TT IE SE S T I M O N Y      AAAA B O U T   C   C IH I L D  L L  L L AA B O R

May  1 8 ,  1 8 3 2
C h a i r :  M i ch a e l  T h o m a s  S a d l er
Wi t n e s s  A :  M r. Ma t t h e w  Cr a b t re e  ( c a l l e d  i n  a n d  ex a m i n e d )

2 4 8 1 . C h a i r : Wh a t  a g e  a re  you?
Wit n e s s  A : Tw e n t y - t w o

2 4 8 2 . C h a i r : Wh a t  i s  yo u r  o c c u p a t i on?
Wit nes s  A : a  b lanke t  manufa c t urer

2 4 8 3 . C h a i r : Have  yo u  e ve r  be en  em p l oyed  i n  a  f ac tor y?
Wit nes s  A : Ye s

2 4 8 4 . C h a i r : At  w h a t  a g e  d i d  yo u  f i r s t  g o  to  wor k  i n  on e ?
Wit n e s s  A : E i g h t

2 4 8 5 . C h a i r : How  l on g  d i d  yo u  con t inu e  i n  t h a t  o cc u p a t i on?
Wit nes s  A : Four  year s

2 4 8 6 . C h a i r : Wi l l  yo u  s t a te  t h e  h o u rs  o f  l a b or  a t  t h e  pe r i o d  w h en  yo u  f i r s t  wen t
to  the  f a c tor y  in  ord inar y  t imes?

Wit nes s  A : From 6  in  the  mor ning  unt i l  8  a t  n ig ht .

2 4 8 7 . C h a i r : Four tee n  h o u rs?
Wit nes s  A : y e s

2 4 8 8 . C h a i r : Wi t h  w h a t  i n te r v a l s  for  re f re s h m e n t  a n d  re s t ?
Wit nes s  A : An  hour  a t  no on .

2 4 8 9 . C h a i r : Th en  you  h a d  no  re s t ing  t ime  a l lowed  in  which  to  take  your  break fas t ,
or  w hat  i s  in  Yor k sh i re  ca l l e d  your  “dr ink ing”?

Wit ness  A : No

2 4 9 0 . C h a i r : Wh e n  t r a de  w a s  br i s k  w h a t  were  yo u r  h o u r s?
Wit nes s  A : From 5  in  the  mo rning  to  9  in  the  e ven ing .

2 4 9 1 . C h a i r : S i x tee n  h o u rs?
Wit nes s  A : Ye s

2 4 9 2 . C h a i r : Wi t h  w h a t  i n ter v a l s  a t  d i n n er?
Wit nes s  A : An  hour

2 4 9 3 . C h a i r : How  f a r  d i d  yo u  l ive  f rom  t h e  m i l l ?
Wit nes s  A : Ab out  two  mi le s .

2 4 9 4 . C h a i r : Wa s  t h ere  a ny  t i m e  a l low e d  for  yo u  to  ge t  yo u r  bre a k f a s t  a t  t h e  m i l l ?
Wit ness  A : No

2 4 9 5 . C h a i r : D i d  yo u  t a ke  i t  b e fore  you  l e f t  your  home?
Wit nes s  A : G e n e r a l l y

2 4 9 6 . C h a i r : D u r i n g  t h o s e  l o n g  h o u r s  o f  l a b or  co u l d  yo u  b e  p u n c tu a l ;  h ow  d i d
you  awake?

Wit nes s  A : I  s e l dom d id  awake  sp ontane ous ly ;  I  was  mos t  gener a l ly  awoke  o r
l i f ted  o u t  o f  b e d , s ome t im e s  a s l e e p  by  my  p a re n t s .

2 4 9 7 . C h a i r : Were  yo u  a lways  on  t i m e ?
Wit nes s  A : No.



37T h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n :  E n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  E n t e r p r i s e s ,  a n d  E x p l o i t a t i o n s

L e s s o n  T h r e e S t u d e n t  H a n d o u t  1 2

2 4 9 8 . C h a i r : Wh a t  w a s  t h e  co n s equ en ce  i f  yo u  h a d  b e en  l a te ?
Wit nes s  A : I  was  mos t  commonly  b ea ten .

2 4 9 9 . C h a i r : S e v e re l y ?
Wit n e s s  A : Ver y  s e vere ly,  I  t h o u g h t .

2 5 0 0 . C h a i r : In  wh o s e  f a c tor y  w a s  t h i s ?
Wit nes s  A : Messr s .  Hague  and  Co ok’s  o f  De wsb ur y.

2 5 0 1 . C h a i r : Wi l l  yo u  s t a te  t h e  e f fec t  t h a t  t h o s e  l on g  h o u rs  h a d  u p on  t h e  s t a te  o f
your  hea l th  and  fe e l ing s?

Wit nes s  A : I  was ,  w h en  wor k ing  those  long  hour s ,  commonly  ver y  f a t i gue d  a t
n ig ht ,  w h en  I  l e f t  my  work ;  so  m uch  so  tha t  I  so me t imes  shou ld
have  s l ep t  a s  I  wa lked  i f  I  ha d  not  s t umble d  and  s ta r te d  awake  ag a in ;
and  so  s i ck  o f ten  th a t  I  cou l d  not  ea t ,  a nd  wh a t  I  d id  ea t  I  vomi ted .

2 5 0 2 . C h a i r : D i d  t h e  l a b or  de s t roy  yo u r  a pp e t i t e ?
Wit nes s  A : I t  d id .

2 5 0 3 . C h a i r : In  w h a t  s i tu a t i on  w ere  yo u  i n  t h a t  m i l l ?
Wit nes s  A : I  was  a  p i ecener.

2 5 0 4 . C h a i r : Wi l l  you  s ta te  to  th i s  Commit tee  w hether  p ie cening  i s  a  ver y  labor ious
employ ment  f or  ch i ldre n  or  not ?

Wit nes s  A : I t  i s  a  ver y  l ab or ious  employ me nt . P ie ceners  a r e  cont inua l ly  r unning
t o  a n d  f ro  a n d  on  t h e i r  f e e t  t h e  w h o l e  d ay.

2 5 0 5 . C h a i r : Th e  dut y  o f  t h e  p i ecen er  i s  to  t a ke  t h e  c a rd i n g s  f rom o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e
mac hiner y  a nd  to  p l ace  th em  on  a noth er?

Wit nes s  A : Ye s

2 5 0 6 . C h a i r : So  t h a t  t h e  l a b or  i s  n o t  on ly  con t inu a l ,  but  i t  i s  u n a b a te d  to  t h e
l a s t ?

Wit nes s  A : I t  i s  unabate d  to  the  l a s t .

2 5 0 7 . C h a i r : Do you think, from your own experience, that the speed of  the machinery
is  so  ca lculated as  to  demand the  utmost  exer t ions  of  a  chi ld , supp osing
the  hour s  were  mo de ra te ?

Wit nes s  A : I t  i s  a s  much  a s  the y  cou ld  do  a t  the  b es t ;  the y  a re  a lways  up on  the
s t re t ch ,  a nd  i t  i s  com m only  ver y  d i f f i cu l t  to  kee p  up  w i th  the i r  work .

2 5 0 8 . C h a i r : S t a te  t h e  con d i t i on  o f  t h e  ch i l d ren  t oward s  t h e  l a t ter  p a r t  o f  t h e
d ay, w h o  h ave  t hu s  to  ke ep  u p  w i t h  t h e  m a c h i n er y?

Wit nes s  A : I t  i s  a s  much  a s  the y  can  do  w h en  the y  a re  not  ver y  muc h  fa t i gued  to
kee p  up  w i th  the i r  work ,  and  towards  the  c lose  o f  the  day, w hen  the y
come  to  b e  more  f a t i gued , the y  cannot  ke e p  up  w i th  i t  ver y  we l l ,
a n d  t h e  con s e q u en ce  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a re  b e a ten  to  s p u r  t h e m  on .

2 5 0 9 . C h a i r : Were  yo u  b e a ten  under  those  c i rcumstances ?
Wit nes s  A : Ye s

2 5 1 0 . C h a i r : Fr e q u e n t l y ?
Wit nes s  A : Ver y  f re qu ent l y

2 5 1 1 . C h a i r : An d  p r i n c i p a l ly  a t  t h e  l a t t er  en d  o f  t h e  d ay?
Wit nes s  A : Ye s

2 5 1 2 . C h a i r : An d  i s  i t  yo u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  yo u  h ad  n o t  b e en  s o  b e a ten , yo u  s h o u l d
not  have  go t  through  the  work?

Wit nes s  A : I  shou ld  not  i f  I  ha d  not  b een  ke p t  up  to  i t  by  so me  means .
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2 5 1 3 . C h a i r : D o e s  b e a t i n g  t h em  pr i n c i p a l ly  o cc u r  a t  t h e  l a t ter  en d  o f  t h e  d ay,
w hen  the  ch i ldren  a re  exce ed ing ly  f a t i gue d?

Wit nes s  A : I t  do es  a t  the  l a t ter  end  o f  the  day, and  in  the  mor ning  some t i mes ,
w h en  the y  a re  ver y  drowsy, and  have  not  go t  r id  o f  the  f a t i gue  of  the
day  b e fore .

2 5 1 4 . C h a i r : Wh a t  w ere  yo u  b e a ten  w i t h  pr i n c i p a l ly ?
Wit nes s  A : A  s t r a p

2 5 1 5 . C h a i r : Any  t h i n g  e l s e ?
Wit n e s s  A : Ye s , a  s t i c k  s om e t i m e s ;  a n d  there  i s  a  k ind  of  ro l l er  which  r uns  on

t h e  top  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  c a l l e d  a  b i l ly,  per h a p s  t wo  or  t h ree  y ard s  i n
le ngth  and  pe rhaps  an  inch  and  a  ha l f ,  or  more  in  d iame ter ;  the
c i rcumferen ce  would  b e  four  or  f ive  inches ;  I  cannot  sp eak  exac t ly.

2 5 1 6 . C h a i r : Were  yo u  bea ten  w i t h  t h a t  i n s t ru m en t ?
Wit nes s  A : Ye s

2 5 1 7 . C h a i r : Have  yo u  your s e l f  b ee n  b e a ten  a n d  h ave  yo u  s een  o t h er  ch i l d re n
s t r u c k  s e ver e ly  w i t h  t h a t  ro l l e r ?

Wit n e s s  A : I  h ave  b e en  s t r uck  ver y  s e vere ly  w i t h  i t  mys e l f ,  s o  much  a s  to  k n o c k
me  dow n, and  I  have  s e en  o the r  ch i ldren  have  the i r  hea ds  broke n
w i t h  i t .

2 5 1 8 . C h a i r : Yo u  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  a  g en e r a l  p r ac t ice  to  b e a t  t h e  ch i l d ren  w i t h  t h e
ro l l e r ?

Wit nes s  A : I t  i s .

2 5 1 9 . C h a i r : Yo u  do  n o t  th ink  then  tha t  you  were  worse  t rea ted  than  o ther  ch i ldren
in  the  mi l l ?

Wit nes s  A : No  I  was  not ,  p erhaps  not  so  ba d  a s  some  were .

2 5 2 0 . C h a i r : In  t h o s e  m i l l s  i s  ch a s t i s eme n t  toward s  t h e  l a t te r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d ay
going  on  p er p e t ua l ly ?

Wit nes s  A : Pe r p e t u a l l y.

2 5 2 1 . C h a i r : So  t h a t  yo u  c a n  h a rd ly  b e  in  a  mi l l  w i thout  cons tant  c r y ing?
Wit nes s  A : Ne ve r  an  hour, I  b e l i e ve …

2 5 2 3 . C h a i r : At  t h e  t i m e  w h en  yo u  w ere  b e a ten  f or  n o t  ke e p i n g  u p  w i t h  your
wo rk  w ere  you  anx ious  to  have  done  i t  i f  you  p oss ib ly  cou ld?

Wit nes s  A : Yes :  the  dread  of  be ing  b ea te n  i f  we  cou ld  not  kee p  up  w i th  our
wo rk  was  a  su f f i c i e nt  impul se  to  ke e p  us  to  i t  i f  we  cou ld .

2 5 2 4 . C h a i r : When you got  home at  night  af ter  this  labor  did you fee l  much fat igued?
Wit nes s  A : Ver y  much  so.

2 5 2 5 . C h a i r : Ha d  yo u  a ny  t i m e  to  b e  w i t h  yo u r  p a re n t s , a n d  to  rece ive  i n s t r uc t i on
f rom t h e m ?

Wit ness  A : No

2 5 2 6 . C h a i r : Wh a t  d i d  yo u  do?
Wit n e s s  A : A l l  t h a t  we  d i d  w h en  we  g o t  h om e  w a s  to  g e t  t h e  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  su pp e r

t h a t  w a s  p rov i ded  fo r  u s  a n d  go  to  b e d  i m m ed i a te ly.  I f  t h e  su pp e r
ha d  not  b e en  d i re c t ly,  we  shou ld  have  gone  to  s l e e p  w hi l e  i t  was
p re p a r i n g .

2 5 2 7 . C h a i r : D i d  yo u  n o t  a s  a  ch i l d ,  f ee l  i t  ve r y  g r i e vo u s  h a rd s h i p  to  b e  ro u s e d  s o
so on  in  the  mor ning?

Wit nes s  A : I  d id .
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2 5 7 4 . C h a i r : At  w h a t  a ge  d i d  you  l eave  tha t  employ ment?
Wit nes s  A : I  was  ab out  12  years  o ld .

2 5 7 5 . C h a i r : Why  d i d  yo u  l e ave  t h a t  p l a ce ?
Wit nes s  A : I  w ent  ver y  l a te  one  morning , ab ou t  s even  o’ c lo ck  and  I  go t  s e vere ly

b e a ten  by  t h e  s p i n n er  a n d  h e  t u r n ed  m e  o u t  o f  t h e  m i l l  a n d  I  wen t
home , and  never  went  a ny  m ore .

Ju n e  4 ,  1 8 3 2
C h a i r :  M i ch a e l  T h o m a s  S a d l er
Wi t n e s s  B :   E l i z a b e t h  B e n t l e y

5 1 2 7 . C h a i r : Wh a t  a g e  a re  you?
Wit ne s s  B : Twe n t y - t h re e

5 1 2 8 . C h a i r : Wh e re  do  you  l ive ?
Wit n e s s  B : At  Le e d s .

5 1 2 9 . C h a i r : Wh a t  t i m e  d i d  yo u  b e g i n  to  wor k  a t  a  f a c tor y?
Wit n e s s  B : Whe n  I  w a s  s i x  ye a r s  o l d .

5 1 3 0 . C h a i r : At  w h o s e  f a c tor y  d i d  yo u  wor k ?
Wit n e s s  B : M r. Bu s k’s

5 1 3 1 . C h a i r : Wh a t  k i n d  of  m i l l  i s  i t ?
Wit nes s  B : F lax  mi l l

5 1 3 2 . C h a i r : Wh a t  w a s  your  bus ines s  in  tha t  mi l l ?
Wit ne s s  B : I  was  a  l i t t l e  dof fer.

5 1 3 3 . C h a i r : Wh a t  were  yo u r  h o u r s  o f  l a b or  i n  t h a t  m i l l ?
Wit ne s s  B : From f ive  in  the  morning  unt i l  n ine  a t  n ig ht , w hen the y were  thronged.

5 1 3 4 . C h a i r : For  h ow  l o n g  a  t i m e  tog e t h er  have  you  worked  tha t  exces s ive  l eng th
of  t ime?

Wit nes s  B : For  abou t  ha l f  a  year.

5 1 3 5 . C h a i r : Wh a t  w ere  yo u r  u su a l  h o u r s  o f  l a b or  w h en yo u  w ere  n o t  s o  t h ron ge d ?
Wit n e s s  B : From  6  i n  t h e  m or n i n g  u n t i l  7  a t  n i g h t .

5 1 3 6 . C h a i r : Wh a t  t i m e  w a s  a l low ed  for  yo u r  m e a l s ?
Wit nes s  B : For t y  minutes  a t  no on .

5 1 3 7 . C h a i r : Ha d  yo u  a ny  t i m e  to  ge t  your  break fa s t  or  dr ink ing?
Wit nes s  B : No  we  got  i t  a s  we  cou ld .

5 1 3 8 . C h a i r : An d  w h e n  yo u r  wor k  w a s  b ad , yo u  h a d  h a rd ly  a ny  t i m e  to  e a t  i t  a t
a l l ?

Wit n e s s  B : No  we  were  o b l i g e d  to  l e ave  i t  or  t a ke  i t  h om e , a n d  w h en  we  d i d  n o t
t a ke  i t ,  t h e  over lo oker  to o k  i t ,  a n d  g ave  i t  to  h i s  p i g s .

5 1 3 9 . C h a i r : D o yo u  con s i der  d of f i n g  a  l a bo r i o u s  e m p l oy me n t ?
Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 1 4 0 . C h a i r : Ex p l a i n  w h a t  i t  i s  yo u  h ad  to  do?
Wit n e s s  B : Whe n  t h e  f r a m e s  a re  f u l l ,  t h e y  h ave  to  s top  t h e  f r a m e s  a n d  t a ke  t h e

f lyer s  o f f ,  and  take  the  bo bbins  o f f ,  and  car r y  the m to  the  ro l l e r ;
and  then  put  emp t y  ones  o n , and  se t  the  f r ame  going  ag a in .
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5 1 4 1 . C h a i r : D o e s  t h a t  ke ep  yo u  con s t a n t ly  on  yo u r  fe e t ?
Witnes s  B : Yes  there  a re  so  many  f r ames  and  they  run  so  qu ick .

5 1 4 2 . C h a i r : Yo u r  l a b or  i s  ve r y  exces s ive ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s ;  yo u  h ave  n o t  t i m e  f or  a ny t h i n g .

5 1 4 3 . C h a i r : Su pp o s e  yo u  f l a g ge d  a  l i t t l e  or  were  to o  l a te ,  what  would  the y  do?
Wit n e s s  B : S t r a p  u s .

5 1 4 4 . C h a i r : Are  t h e y  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  s t r a pp i n g  t h o s e  w h o  a re  l a s t  i n  do f f i n g ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 1 4 5 . C h a i r : C o n s t a n t l y ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 1 4 6 . C h a i r : Gir l s  a s  w e l l  a s  b oys?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 1 4 7 . C h a i r : Have  you  e ver  b een  s t ra p p ed ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 1 4 8 . C h a i r : S e v e re l y ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 1 4 9 . C h a i r : Is  t h e  s t r a p  u s e d  s o  a s  to  hur t  yo u  exce s s ive ly ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s  i t  i s .  .  .  .

5 2 1 8 . C h a i r : Have  yo u  b een  a t tend ed  to  by  any  m e d i c a l  gen t l em a n  a t  L ee d s  or  t h e
n e i g h b o r h o o d ?

Wit n e s s  B : Ye s  I  h ave  b een  u n der  M r. Hare s .

5 2 1 9 . C h a i r : To  w h a t  d i d  h e  a t t r i bute  i t ?
Wit nes s  B : He  sa id  i t  was  ow ing  to  hard  l ab or, and  work ing  in  the  f a c tor i e s .

5 2 2 0 . C h a i r : He  to l d  yo u  t h a t ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 2 2 1 . C h a i r : D i d  h e  te l l  your  mother  a l so?
Wit n e s s  B : No  s h e  w a s  n o t  a l ive ;  M r. Hare s  to l d  m e  t h a t  i t  wo u l d  b e  a  ye a r

b e fore  I  shou ld  b e  s t r a ig ht  ag a in .

5 2 2 2 . C h a i r : Yo u  w ere  ob l i ge d  to  re tur n  to  yo u r  wor k ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 2 2 3 . C h a i r : D i d  h e  te l l  yo u  t h a t  t h i s  m i s for tu n e  h a d  com e  u p on yo u  f rom over-
wo r k ing  in  th e  f ac tor i e s ?

Wit nes s  B : Yes , he  d id ;  he  sa id  i t  was  noth ing  e l s e  tha t  b roug ht  i t  on .

5 2 2 4 . C h a i r : Wh e re  d i d  yo u  go  t h e n?
Wit ne s s  B : I  went  to  M r. Wa l ker ’s

5 2 2 5 . C h a i r : How o l d  we re  yo u  w h en  M r. Hare  s aw you?
Wit n e s s  B : Ab out  2 1  ye a r s  o l d .

5 2 2 6 . C h a i r : Ab out  t wo  ye a r s  a go?
Wit n e s s  B : y e s

5 2 2 7 . C h a i r : D i d  t h e  de form i t y  com e  u p on yo u  w i t h  muc h  p a i n  a n d  we a r i n e s s ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s ;  I  c a n n o t  ex pre s s  t h e  p a i n  I  h a d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  i t  w a s  com i n g .

5 2 2 8 . C h a i r : Yo u  wen t  to  Fut h a m  a n d  Wa l ker ’s  a f ter ward s ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s
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5 2 2 9 . C h a i r : Is  t h a t  a  f l a x  m i l l ?
Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 2 3 0 . C h a i r : In  w h a t  s i t u a t i on  d id  you  got  there ?
Wit nes s  B : I  went  in to  the  sp inn ing  ro om.

5 2 3 1 . C h a i r : Wh a t  were  t h e  h o u r s  of  l a b or  t h ere  w h en  t h e y  were  b u s y ?
Wit nes s  B : From ha l f -pas t  5  in  the  mo rning  to  8  and  ha l f -pas t  8 .

5 2 3 2 . C h a i r : Is  i t  fo u n d  n e ce s s a r y  i n  t h a t  m i l l  to  s t r a p  t h e  c h i l d ren  u p  to  t h e i r
w o r k ?

Wit nes s  B : Yes  the  dof fer s ;  I  have  s e en  them s t rap  the m as  we l l  a s  o ther s .

5 2 3 3 . C h a i r : So  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  you  h ave  ex p er i en ce  i n  t h o s e  f a c tor i e s ,  t h e s e  p o or
ch i ldren  a re  b ea ten  w h e n  so  much  l ab or  i s  e x ac ted  f rom  them?

Wit nes s  B : There  i s  noth ing  e l s e  for  them.

5 2 3 4 . C h a i r : Yo u  do  n o t  t h i n k  t h e y  co u l d  b e  ke p t  u p  to  t h e i r  w or k  u n l e s s  t h e y
were  so  a bus ed?

Wit nes s  B : No the y  cou ld  not .

5 2 3 5 . C h a i r : In  t h a t  m i l l  a l s o  d id  the y  s t r ap  the  ch i ld ren?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s  t h e y  d i d .

5 2 3 6 . C h a i r : Pe r p e t u a l l y ?
Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 2 3 7 . C h a i r : Wh a t  were  t h e  h o u rs  for  re f re s h m e n t  a t  t h a t  m i l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  to  w hich
we  are  a l lud ing?

Wit nes s  B : For t y  minutes  a t  no on .

5 2 3 8 . C h a i r : Th ere  w a s  n o  t i m e  a l low e d  for  d r i n k i n g  or  b re a k f a s t  a t  t h a t  m i l l ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s  t h e y  h ave  a t  pre s en t .

5 2 3 9 . C h a i r : Ha d  t h e y  b e fore  t h e  pre s en t  m e a s u re  w a s  i n  a g i t a t i on?
Wit nes s  B : No, on ly  for t y  min utes  in  w inter,  and  ha l f  an  hour  in  summer.

5 2 4 0 . C h a i r : Wa s  t h a t  t i m e  a br i d g ed?
Wit nes s  B : Yes  i t  was

5 2 4 1 . C h a i r : Wh a t  t i m e  d i d  yo u  wor k  i n  w inter?
Wit n e s s  B : From 6  i n  t h e  m or n i n g  t i l l  7  or  8  i f  t h e y  were  much  t h rong e d .

5 2 4 2 . C h a i r : Th e  ch i l d ren  i n  a l l  c a s e s  d i d  n o t  h ave  t h a t  t i m e  a l low e d  t h em  for
t h e i r  d i n n er?

Wit nes s  B : No

5 2 4 3 . C h a i r : Wa s  i t  t h e  t h e  gener a l  i m pr es s ion  among  the  ch i ldren  tha t  the  t ime
a l lowe d  fo r  t h e i r  no on  m e a l  w a s  i m prop er ly  a br idg ed?

Wit nes s  B : Yes  i t  was

5 2 4 4 . C h a i r : Wh a t  do  yo u  c a l l  t h e  s h o r t  h o u r s ,  or  com m on  h o u r s ,  i n  t h e  f l a x
b u s i n e s s ?

Wit n e s s  B : From 6  i n  t h e  m or n i n g  t i l l  7  a t  n i g h t .

5 2 4 5 . C h a i r : Wh a t  t i m e  for  m e a l s ?
Wit nes s  B : For t y  minutes

5 2 4 6 . C h a i r : Are  t h e  ch i l d ren  bro u g h t  i n  o cc a s i on a l ly  f rom  t h e i r  m e a l s  b e f ore
t h e i r  t i m e ?

Wit ne s s  B : Ye s
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5 2 4 7 . C h a i r : By  wh a t  m e a n s ?
Wit nes s  B : By  the  c lo ck :  so me t i mes  the  hand  would  have  s l ip p ed  dow n  two  or

t h ree  min ute s .

5 2 4 8 . C h a i r : Were  t h e  c h i l d ren  w h i pp e d  i n  s o me t i m e s  a t  t h e i r  wor k ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s , o u t  o f  t h e  m i l l -y ard , t h e  b oys  a f ter  t h e y  h ave  gon e  o ut  to  p l ay,

the  over lo oker  has  g o t  a  s t r ap  and  g one  ou t  and  s t r a pp e d  them in
b e for e  t h e i r  t i m e , t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  com e  i n  a n d  g e t  on  w i t h  t h e i r
w o r k .

5 2 4 9 . C h a i r : Yo u  h ave  h a d  t h e  m i s for tu n e ,  f rom  b e i n g  a  s t r a ig h t  a n d  h e a l t h f u l
g i r l  t o  b ecom i n g  ver y  m u ch  o t h er w i s e  i n  yo u r  p er s o n ;  d o  you  k n ow
of  any  other  g ir l s  that  have  become weak and deformed in  l ike  manner?

Witnes s  B : No

5 2 2 5 . C h a i r : D o  yo u  k n ow  of  a ny  bo d y  t h a t  h a s  b ee n  s i m i l a r ly  i n ju red  i n  t h e i r
h e a l t h ?

Wit nes s  B : Yes  in  the i r  hea l th , b ut  not  many  d eforme d  a s  I  am.

5 2 5 0 . C h a i r : Yo u  a re  de f or me d  i n  t h e  s h o u l d ers?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s

5 2 5 1 . C h a i r : I t  i s  ver y  com m on  to  h ave  we a k  a n k l e s  a n d  c ro oke d  k n ee s ?
Wit n e s s  B : Ye s  ver y  com m on  i n de ed .

5 2 5 2 . C h a i r : Th a t  i s  bro u g h t  o n  by  s to pp i n g  t h e  s p i n d le ?
Wit n e s s  B : y e s

5 2 5 3 . C h a i r : D o  yo u  k n ow any th ing  of  we t - sp inning?
Wit nes s  B : Yes  i t  i s  ver y  uncom f or tab le ;  I  have  s tood  b efore  the  f r ames  t i l l  I

h ave  b e en  we t  t h ro u g h  to  my  s k i n ;  a n d  i n  w i n ter  t i m e , w h en  we  h ave
gon e  h o m e , o u r  c l o t h e s  h ave  b e en  f roz en  a n d  we  h ave  n e a r ly  c a u g h t
o u r  de a t h  of  co l d .

5 2 5 4 . C h a i r : Were  yo u  pe r m i t te d  to  g ive  u p  yo u r  l a b or  a t  a ny  t i m e  to  su i t  your
conven i en ce  a n d  yo u r  h e a l t h , a n d  re su m e  i t  a g a i n  whe n  yo u  w ere
more  capable  o f  i t ?

Wit n e s s  B : Ye s  we  h ave  s to pp e d  a t  h om e  on e  d ay  or  t wo  d ay s ,  ju s t  a s  we  were
s i tu a te d  in  our  h ea l th .

5 2 5 5 . C h a i r : I f  yo u  h a d  s top p ed  away  a ny  l e n g t h  of  t i m e , s h o u l d  yo u  h ave  f o u n d
a  d i f f i cu l t y  to  kee p  your  s i tua t ion?

Wit n e s s  B : Ye s , w e  s h o u l d .

5 2 5 6 . C h a i r : Were the children constantly beaten to their labor, as you have descr ibed?
Wit n e s s  B : y e s

5 2 5 7 . C h a i r : Wh e re  a re  you  now ?
Wit n e s s  B : In  t h e  p o orh o u s e .

5 2 5 8 . C h a i r : Wh e re ?
Wit nes s  B : At  Huns le t .

5 2 5 9 . C h a i r : D o  a ny  o f  yo u r  f or m e r  em p l oyer s  com e  to  s e e  you?
Witnes s  B : No

5 2 6 0 . C h a i r : D i d  yo u  e ve r  re ce ive  a ny  t h i ng  f rom  them w h en you  became  a f f l i c te d?
Wit nes s  B : Wh e n  I  was  a t  home, Mr. Walker  mad e  me  a  pre sent  o f  1 s  or  2 s  b ut

s ince  I  have  l e f t  my  wor k  and  gone  to  the  p o orhouse , the y  have  not
come  n ig h  me .
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5 2 6 1 . C h a i r : Yo u  a re  s u pp or ted  by  t h e  p a r i s h ?
Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 2 6 2 . C h a i r : Yo u  a re  ut te r ly  i n c a p a b l e  n ow  o f  a ny  exe r t i on  o f  t h a t  s or t ?
Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 2 6 3 . C h a i r : You  w ere  ver y  w i l l i n g  to  h ave  w or ked  a s  l on g  a s  you  w ere  a b le  f rom
your  ear l i e s t  age ?

Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 2 6 4 . C h a i r : An d  to  h ave  su pp or ted  your  w i dowed  mother  a s  long  a s  you  co u ld?
Wit ne s s  B : Ye s

5 2 6 5 . C h a i r : S t a te  w h a t  yo u  th ink  a s  to  th e  c i rcum s ta nces  in  wh ich  you  have  been
p la ce d  d ur ing  a l l  th i s  t ime  of  l ab or  and  w hat  you  have  cons idere d
a b out  i t  a s  t h e  h a rd s h i p  a n d  c r u e l t y  o f  i t .

5 2 6 6 . C h a i r : T h e  w i t n e s s  i s  to o  muc h  a f f e c t e d  to  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n .

Ju n e  4 ,  1 8 3 2
C h a i r :  M i ch a e l  T h o m a s  S a d l er
Wi t n e s s  C :   S a mu e l  D ow ne

5 2 6 7 . C h a i r : Wh e re  do  you  l ive ?
Wit nes s  C : At  Huns le t  ca r,  near  Le e ds .

5 2 6 8 . C h a i r : Wh a t  a g e  a re  you?
Wit nes s  C : Tw e n t y - n i n e

5 2 6 9 . C h a i r : Are  yo u  a  Le e d s  m a n ?
Wit nes s  C : No a  na t ive  o f  Shre wsbur y.

5 2 7 0 . C h a i r : Have  yo u  b ee n  a cqu a i n te d  w i t h  f ac to r i e s ?
Wit n e s s  C : From my yout h .

5 2 7 1 . C h a i r : At  wh a t  t i m e  d i d  yo u  b e g i n  to  wor k  a t  on e ?
Wit n e s s  C : At  a bou t  ten  ye a r s  of  a g e .

5 2 7 2 . C h a i r : In  wh o s e  m i l l  d i d  yo u  wor k ?
Wit nes s  C : In  Mr. Marsha l l ’s

5 2 7 3 . C h a i r : At  S h re w s bur y?
Wit nes s  C : Ye s

5 2 7 4 . C h a i r : Wh a t  w ere  t h e  c u s to m a r y  h o u rs  o f  l a b or  i n  t h a t  m i l l ;  s t a te  f i r s t  w h a t
t h e  h o u r s  were  w hen  t h e y  w ere  br i s k ?

Wit n e s s  C : Whe n  t h e y  were  br i s k  we  u s ed  g e n er a l ly  to  b e g i n  a t  5  o’ c lo ck  i n  t h e
mor ning , a nd  th ey  r a n  on  t i l l  8  a t  n ig h t ;  s om e t im es  f rom  h a l f -pas t  5
to  8  and  some t imes  9 .

5 2 7 5 . C h a i r : Wh a t  t i m e  h ad  yo u  a l low e d  yo u  f or  m e a l s  a n d  re f re s h m e n t ?
Wit n e s s  C : T h e  eng i n e  n e ve r  s topp e d , excep t  4 0  m i nute s  a t  d i n n e r  t i m e .

5 2 7 6 . C h a i r : Were  t h o s e  l on g  h o u r s  found  to  be  f a t i gu ing?
Wit nes s  C : Ye s

5 2 7 7 . C h a i r : Wh a t  m e a n s  w ere  t a ken  to  ke ep  the  ch i ldren  awake  and  v i g i l an t ,
especial ly  at  the termination of  such a day’s  labor as  you have descr ibed?

Wit ness  C : There  was  genera l ly  a  b low or  a  b ox , or  a  tap  w i th  a  s t rap  or  some t imes
w i t h  t h e  h a n d .
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5 2 7 8 . C h a i r : Wa s  ver y  con s i der a b l e  s e ver i t y  u s ed  i n  t h a t  m i l l  w h en  yo u  w ere  t h e re ?
Wit nes s  C : Ye s

5 2 7 9 . C h a i r : Have  you  your se l f  be en  sub j ec te d  to  i t ?
Wit nes s  C : Ye s

5 2 8 0 . C h a i r : S t r a p p e d ?
Wit n e s s  C : Ye s , I  w a s  s t r a p p ed  m o s t  s e vere ly,  t i l l  I  co u l d  n o t  b e a r  to  s i t  u pon  a

cha i r  w i thout  hav ing  p i l low s , and  I  was  force d  to  l i e  up on  my  face
i n  t h e  n i g h t - t i m e  a t  o n e  t i m e , a n d  t h ro u g h  t h a t  I  l e f t ;  I  w a s  s t r a pp e d
b o t h  on  my ow n  l e gs  a n d  t h en  I  w a s  p ut  u p on  a  m a n’s  b ac k  a n d  t h en
s t r a pp e d  a n d  buck l ed  w i t h  t wo  s t r aps  on  an  i ron  p i l l a r,  and  f logg ed ,
a n d  a l l  by  on e  over lo oke r ;  a f ter  t h a t  h e  to o k  a  p i e ce  o f  tow, a n d
t w i s te d  i t  i n  t h e  s h a p e  of  a  cord , a n d  p ut  i t  i n  my  m o ut h  a n d  t i ed  i t
b e h i n d  my  h e a d .

Ju n e  8 ,  1 8 3 2
C h a i r :  M i ch a e l  T h o m a s  S a d l er
Wi t n e s s  D :   T h e  Re veren d  Ab erc rom bi e  L o ck h a r t  G o rd on

5 5 7 7 . C h a i r : Are  yo u  a  m i n i s ter  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c hu rch  of  S co t l a n d ?
Wit n e s s  D : Ye s

5 5 7 8 . C h a i r : Re s i d i n g  w h e re ?
Wit n e s s  D : In  Ab erde en .

5 5 7 9 . C h a i r : Yo u  h ave  t h e  c a re  o f  on e  of  t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  t h a t  c i t y ?
Wit n e s s  D : Ye s  t h e  Gre y  f r i a rs  p a r i s h .

5 5 8 0 . C h a i r : Is  t h a t  a  p op u l o u s  d i s t r i c t ?
Witnes s  D : There  a re  about  4 ,000  sou l s  in  my  par i sh .

5 5 8 1 . C h a i r : Yo u r  p a r i s h i on er s  a re  sur ro u n de d  by  a n d  m i n g le d  u p  w i t h  t h o s e
eng a ge d  in  the  manufac tur ing  pur su i t s  o f  the  c i t y ?

Wit n e s s  D : Ye s

5 5 8 2 . C h a i r : Have  yo u  rem a rke d  a s  to  t h e  l en g t h  of  t h e  h o u r s  o f  l a b or  i n  t h e
m a nu f ac tor i e s  o f  t h a t  c i t y,  t h a t  t h e y  i n ter fe re  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h , t h e
e duca t ion  and  the  mor a l s  o f  the  par i sh ione rs  and  o ther s?

Wit nes s  D : With  r e spe c t  to  hea l th  we  th ink  tha t  young  p er so ns  employe d  a t  the
a ge  o f  8 ,  9 ,  or  1 0  ye a rs ,  f rom  6  i n  t h e  m or n i n g  t i l  8  a t  n i g h t  mu s t  b e
very much injured in this respect, even in the view of  the most inexperienced
p erso n ;  b ut  w h e n  I  cons ider  w hat  me dica l  me n  have  sa id  and  w r i t te n
u p on  the  sub j ec t ,  i t  i s  d ec i s ive  up on  tha t  p oin t .  To  my se l f ,  a l thoug h
u n ac qu a i n te d  w i t h  t h e  de t a i l s  subm i t te d  to  m e d i c a l  m en , i t  i s  qu i te
apparent ,  f rom lo ok ing  a t  these  ch i ldr en  tha t  the y  su f f er  f rom  long
hours  o f  l ab or  and  conf inement  in  those  p la ces .  Th e i r  wan  and  s i c k ly
app ear ance  i s  su f f i c i e nt  to  p rove  tha t ,  in  my  v i ew ;  o f  the  c le rg y me n
i n  D u n de e , w h o  s t a te s  t h a t  o n e  of  t h e  phys i c i a n s  t h a t  h a d  s en t  u p  a
ce r t i f i c a te  to  t h e  Se le c t  Com m i t te e  to  t h e  e f fe c t  t h a t  t h e  ch i l d re n
ha d  su f f ere d  mater ia l ly  f rom s tanding  so  many  hour s .

5 5 8 3 . C h a i r : Does it  consist  with you observat ion that children become very unhealthy
by  th i s  long-co n t in u ed  conf inement?

Wit nes s  D : I  have  a  l a rge  s c ho o l  in  my  ow n par i sh , w hic h  ch i ldren  a t tend  a f te r
the  hour s  o f  work ing  in  the  man ufac tor i e s  and  j udg ing  f rom the i r
app ear ance , the  e f fe c t  i s  mos t  p re j ud ic ia l ;  the y  have  not  the  hea l thy
and  l ive ly  lo ok  w hic h  char ac ter i ze s  ch i ldren  a t  the i r  t ime  of  l i fe ;
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and I  w rote  to  a  p er son w ho has  the  charge  of  one  of  the  most  ex tens ive
m a nu f ac to r i e s  i n  Ab erd een  a n d  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  re s p i r a t i on  of  t h e
same  a i r,  the  immense  numb er  o f  p er so ns  employed  the  f r i c t ion  of
the brass  machiner y, and the rancidity  of  the  oi l , and the smal l  par t icles
of  f l a x  f l o a t i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e  ro om, h ad  a  ver y  p er n i c i o u s  e f fec t  u pon
the  l ung s ,  w hic h  was  e v ident  f rom  the  ho ar se nes s  o f  the  voice ,….

5 5 8 8 . C h a i r : Yo u  h ave  s t a te d  t h a t  yo u  h ave  t h e  su pe r int enden ce  of  a  s ch o o l ,  in
w hich  the  p o orer  c l a s se s  o f  so c i e t y  a re  main ly  t aug ht ?

Wit n e s s  D : Ye s

5 5 8 9 . C h a i r : You cons ider  that  to  b e  one  par t  of  your  dut y, as  a  minis ter  of  re l ig ion?
Wit nes s  D : A  mos t  imp or tant  dut y. The  sc ho o l  i s  one  e s tab l i she d  so l e ly  w i th

the  v i ew  to  the  young  p er sons  employed  in  the  f a c tor i e s ;  the re  a re
other  s cho o l s ,  par t i cu la r ly  Sunday  scho o l s  in  the  par i sh ;  but  th i s  i s
on e  I  s e t  u p  w i t h  a  v i ew  to  t h e s e  p er s o n s . T h e y  com e  i n  a t  8  o’ c lo c k
a n d  t h ere  a re  1 1 5  ch i e f ly  f rom  t h e  f a c t or y.

5 5 9 0 . C h a i r : Yo u  h ave  g ive n  con s i der a b l e  a t te n t i on  to  t h a t  i m p or t a n t  s ub j ec t  t h e
Educa t ion  o f  the  p o or  tha t  a re  thus  employed?

Wit n e s s  D : Ye s

5 5 9 1 . C h a i r : Yo u  h ave  w r i t ten  u p on  t h a t  s ub j ec t ?
Wit n e s s  D : Ye s  I  h ave .

5 5 9 6 C h a i r : Yo u  f i n d  t h a t  yo u r  e n de avo r s  i n  the  even ing  schoo l  a re  f r u s t r a ted  by
the  over  labor  of  these  chi ldren, in  the  f i rs t  instance  producing fat igue,
and  ne x t  abr idg ing  the  t ime  tha t  i t  i s  ne ces sar y  to  have  in  o rde r  to
the i r  ob ta in ing  any  e s sent i a l  improvement ?

Wit nes s  D : I  am ver y  f avor a b ly  s i t ua ted . .  .  .  I  may  s ta te  tha t  a  co l l eague  of  my
ow n , n ow  de a d , wh o  c a r r i ed  on  a  s c h o o l  o f  t h i s  k i n d , fo u n d  h i s
exer t i ons  a lmos t  use l e s s ,  in  conse qu en ce  of  the  hour s  b e ing  so  l a te
and  so  i r re gu lar.
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May  1 8 ,  1 8 3 3
E x a m i n er :  D r.  Haw k i n s

Wi t n e s s  E :   Ro b e r t  B l i n co e  ( S m a l l  m a nu f a c t ur er,
on c e  a n  Ap pre n t i ce  t o  a  Co t ton  m i l l )

E x a m i n e r : D o you  know w h ere  you  we re  b orn?
Wit nes s  E : No;  I  on ly  know tha t  I  came  out  of  S t .
Pancreas  par i sh , London

E x a m i n e r : D o  you  know  t h e  n a m e  of  your  parent s
w i th  cer ta in ty ?
Wit nes s  E : No, I  used to be cal led when young Robert
Sa int ;  but  when I  re ce ived  my Indentures  I  was  ca l led
in  them Rob er t  B l incoe , and  I  have  g one  by  tha t
name  e ver  s ince .

E x a m i n e r : Wh a t  a g e  a re  you?
Wit nes s  E : Near upon forty, according to my indentures.

E x a m i n e r : Have  you  no  o the r  means  o f  know ing
your  ag e  bu t  w hat  you  f ind  in  your  inden tures ?
Wit n e s s  E : No;  I  go  by  t h a t .

E x a m i n e r : D o  yo u  wor k  a t  a  co t ton  mi l l ?
Wit n e s s  E : No t  n ow. I  w a s  b o u n d  a ppren t ice  to  a
co t ton  mi l l  for  four tee n  year s  f rom St .  Pancreas
p a r i s h ;  t h en  I  go t  my  i n d en ture s .  I  wor ke d  f ive  o r
s ix  years  a f ter  a t  d i f ferent  mi l l s ,  but  now I  have  got
a work of  my own. I rent power from a mill in Stockport,
a n d  h ave  ro om  to  mys e l f ;  my  bu s i n e s s  i s  a  s h e e t
wa d d i n g  m a nu f ac tu rer.

E x a m i n e r : Why  d id  you  l eave  o f f  work ing  a t  the
co t ton  m i l l s ?
Wit n e s s  E : I  go t  t i red  o f  i t ,  t h e  s ys tem i s  s o  b a d ;
a n d  I  h ave  h a d  s aved  a  fe w  p o u n d s . I  go t  de fo r m e d
there ;  my knees  began to  bend in w hen I  was  f i f teen—
you see  how they  a re .  There  a re  many, many  f a r
wor s e  t h a n  m e  a t  Manch e s ter.

1 8 3 3
Wit n e s s  F : Jo s ep h  Bi r le y  ( Manc h e s ter  co t ton  m a nu f a c tu rer )

Witnes s  F : My  name  i s  Jo seph  Bi r le y.  I  ow n a  g rea t  co t ton  f ac tor y  in  Manches ter.  Ever y  s t a t ion
in  l i f e  has ,  more  o r  l e s s  i t  abuses  and  wor ke rs  in  Cot ton  f a c tor i e s  a re  not  exe mp t .
Iso la ted  case s ,  some  t rue ,  some  co lore d , some  e n t i re ly  f a l s e ,  some  of  o ld  da te , a re
no  proof  o f  gene ra l  s u f fer ing . I t  ne i ther  i s  the  pr ac t ice  nor  can  b e  the  in te re s t  o f
t h e  ow n e r s  o f  Fa c tor i e s  to  ene r v a te  or  o t h er w i s e  i n ju re  t h e  p er s on s  w hom t h e y
employ-on the  cont rar y, i t  i s  ne cessar y  that  the y  b e  a ler t  and  a t tent ive , for  a t tent ion ,
and not  hard  labor, i s  the ir  constant  dut y. . .Ta les  of  sorrow, got  up for  a  Par l iamentar y
Com m i t te e  c a n n o t  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  ju s t i ce s  o f  a  s wee p i n g  a cc u s a t i on . . . I f  t h e  m a s te r
manufacturers be vilified and fettered as ignorant meddling enthusiasts and philanthropists
are  n ow  a t temp t i n g , but  n o t  a t  t h e i r  ow n  ex p e n s e , e s t a b l i s h m en t s  for  s p i n n i n g
and  we av ing  w i l l  s t i l l  f lour i sh , but  not  in  Grea t  B r i t a in .

Front i sp ie ce , A Memoir  o f  Rob er t  B l inc o e ,  An
O r phan  Boy,  Se n t  f rom the  Wo r khous e  a t  S t .

Panc ras ,  London  a t  7  Year s  o f  Age  to  Endure  the
Hor ror s  o f  a  Cot ton  Mi l l  (Manches ter :  J.

D ohe r t y, 1832) .
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1 8 3 3
Wi t n e s s  G : Ver no n  Roy l e  ( Cl o t h i n g  f a c to r y  m a s t er  f rom  Ma n c h e s ter ) .

Wit nes s  G : My name  i s  Vernon  Roy le .  I  am a  c lo th ing  f ac tor y  mas ter  f rom manches ter.

S o  .  .  .  I  b e l i e ve  t h a t  yo u  h ave  i m p o s ed  u p o n  t h e  ex a g g er a t i on s  a n d  m i s s t a teme n t s
of  par t i e s  w ho  conce ive  i t  i s  the i r  in tere s t  to  procure  the  pas s ing  o f  the  b i l l  and
tha t  your  f ears  and  imag ina t ion  have  b e en  more  than  ord inar i l y  exc i te d . .  .  .

The  s i lk ,  wors ted  and  wo olen  mi l l s  a re  the  mos t  hea l thy, and  the  f l ax  and  tow and
cot ton ,  the  mos t  nnhea l thy  .  .  .  but  the  f ac tor y  i s  to  many  of  i t s  inmates ,  f requent ly
a  pa la ce ,  in  p oint  o f  e ver y th ing  w hich  co ntr i bute s  to  sa lub r i t y.  .  .  .

T h e  f i r s t  a n d  i m m e d i a te  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  l i m i t i n g  t h e  a g e s  o f  c h i l d re n  e m p l oye d
to  “u n d e r  9  y e a r s” w i l l  b e  to  t h r ow  o u t  o f  e m p l oy m e n t  a l l  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  h a n d s .
T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  c r u e l  s t ro ke  to  t h e  p o o r  m a n  w h i c h  co u l d  h av e  b e e n
i n f l i c t e d . . .  t h i s  t h re a te n e d  i nv a s i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  o ve r  t h e  ch i l d  i s
a n  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  t h e  su b j e c t ,  a n d  a  d i re c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o m e s
o f  E n g l i s h m e n .  .  .  .  T h e  pro s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h i s  v a u n te d  “m e a s u re  o f  h u m a n i t y ” to
s e l f i s h  a n d  s i n i s t e r  p u r p o s e s ,  i s  n o t  a n  i m a g i n a r y  o r  co n j e c t u r a l  d e g r a d a t i o n .  I t
i s  d i s g u s t i n g l y  n o tor i o u s  .  .  .  t h e  q u a n t u m  of  go o d s  p ro du ce d  i n  m i l l s  a n d  f a c t or i e s
w i l l  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  d i r e c t  p ro p or t i o n  to  t h e  c u r t a i l m en t  o f  t h e  h o u r s  o f  l a b o r.

S o u r c e s
Wi t nes se s  A–D:
Ir i sh  Un iver s i t y  Pres s , Se r i e s  o f  Br i t i sh  Par l iame ntar y  Pap e r s  Ch i ld re n’s  Emp loy me nt  Commis s ion  Appe nd ix
to  F i r s t  Re por t  Commis s ione r s  Mine s  Pa r t  I :  “Rep or t s  and  Ev id en ce  f rom Commiss ioners  Indus t r i a l  Re vo lu -
t ion  C hi ldren’s  Employ m ent ,” 7  (Shannon Ire land) ;  Fac t or i e s  In qu i r y  Commis s ion  Sec ond  Re por t  Toge the r
Wi t h  Supp l em e n t a r y  Re p o r t ,  Pa r t  I :  “Employ m ent  of  Chi ldren  in  Fac tor i e s  Wi th  Mi nutes  o f  Ev idence  and
Repor t s  o f  Medica l  and  D is t r i c t  Commiss ioners  Indus t r ia l  Re vo l ut io n  Chi ldren’s  Employ m ent ,” 4 ;  and
Chi ldre n’s  Emp l oy me nt  Commis s ion  Sec ond  Re p or t  on  the  Commis s ione r s  o f  Trade  and  Manufac t urer s  to -
ge the r  w i th  an  Inde x  to  the  Se c ond  Re p o r t  and  the  Appe ndi c e s  Indus t r ia l  Re vo lu t ion  Chi ldre n’s  Emp l oy me nt ,
9.  [The  numb er s  have  b een  prov id ed  in  case  s tudents  would  l ike  to  pursue  fur ther  in for mat ion  o n  these
h e a r i n g s . ]
Wi t nes s  E :
Jose ph B i r l e y, Sad le r ’s  B i l l  Cot ton  Branc h  (Manches te r  1832) ,  6 , 7 ,  in  J.T. Wa rd , The  Fac tor y  Sys tem (New
York :  B ar nes  and  Noble ,  1970) ,  I I :  140-41 .
Wi t ness  F :  “A  Le t te r  to  S i r  John  Cam Ho bhouse  B ar t ,  MP o n ‘ The  Fa c tor ie s  B i l l ’ by  a  manufac t u rer,” 1882 ,
in  War d , 142 .
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JJ U RU R YY   G   G U IU I D E L I N E S

Wit n e s s :  

1 . Is  the  t e s t imony  f i r s thand  or  s e condhand  ( i f  a  comb inat ion , sp e c i fy ) ?

2 . Can  the  in f ormat ion  tha t  the  w i t nes s  g ive s  b e  ve r i f i e d?  I f  ye s ,  how ?

3 . A re  t h e re  i n co n s i s ten c i e s ,  con t r ad i c t i on s , or  g a p s  i n  t h e  te s t i m ony ?  I f  ye s , i d en t i f y.

4 . Are  the  ques t ions  f a i r ?  I f  ye s ,  su pp or t  your  answ er.  I f  no, w hy?

5 . Wh i c h  p a r t s  o f  t h e  te s t i m ony  are  f ac t s  and  w hich  a re  op in ions?

6 . What  c an  b e  conc lu de d  re l i a b ly  f rom  th i s  te s t im ony?
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1. Wh e reas  i t  i s  ne ces sar y  tha t  the  Hour s  o f  Lab or  Of  C hi ldren  and  Young  p e rsons  employe d
in  Mi l l s  and  Fac tor i e s  shou ld  b e  re gu la te d , inasmuch  a s  there  a re  g rea t  numb ers  o f  c h i ldren
and  young  p er so ns  now employed  in  Mi l l s  and  Fa c tor i e s ,  and  the i r  hours  o f  l ab or  a re
long er  than  i s  des i r ab le ,  due  Re g ard  b e ing  ha d  to  the i r  Hea l th  and  means  o f  e duca t ion ;  b e
i t  t h er e f ore  ena c t e d  by  t h e  Ki n g’s  m o s t  Exc e l l e n t  Ma j e s t y,  by  a n d  w i t h  t h e  a dv ice  a n d
consent  o f  the  L ords  Sp i r i t ua l  and  Temp or a l ,  and  Commons  in  th i s  p re sent  par l i ament
as semb le d  and  by  the  autho r i t y  o f  the  same , tha t  f rom  and  a f te r  the  f i r s t  day  of  Januar y
one  thousand  e i g ht  hundre d  and  th i r t y - f our  no  p er son  under  e i g h teen  year s  of  age  sha l l
b e  a l low ed  to  w or k  i n  t h e  n i g h t  b e t we en  t h e  h o u rs  o f  h a l f  p a s t  e i g h t  o’ c lo ck  i n  t h e  e ven i n g
and  ha l f  pas t  f ive  o’ c lo ck  in  the  mo rning , e xcep t  he re in  prov ide d  in  or  ab ou t  any  co t ton ,
wors te d , hemp, f l ax , tow, or  s i lk  mi l l  or  f a c tor y  w here in  s team o r  water  or  any  o ther
me chanica l  powe r  i s  or  sha l l  b e  used  to  prop e l  or  work  the  ma ch iner y  in  such  mi l l  or
fac tor y, e i ther  in  scr atching , carding , rov ing , spinning , p iec ing , tw is t ing , w inding , throw ing ,
doub l ing , ne t t ing , mak ing  threa d , dre s s ing  o r  we av ing  o f  co t ton , wo ol ,  wors ted , he mp,
f l ax , tow or  s i lk  e i the r  separ a te ly  o r  mixed  in  any  s uch  mi l l  or  f a c tor y  s i t ua te  in  any  par t
of  the  Uni te d  Kingdom of  Grea t  B r i t a in  and  I re l and :  Prov ide d  a lways ,  tha t  noth ing  in  th i s
ac t  sha l l  app ly  or  ex te nd  to  the  wor k ing  of  any  o the r  s team eng ine , wat er  w hee l  or  o ther
p ow er  i n  o r  b e long i n g  to  a ny  m i l l  or  bu i l d i n g  or  m ac h i n er y  w h e n  u s ed  i n  p a r t  o f  t h e
pro ces s  o r  work  commonly  ca l l e d  fu l l ing , roug hing  or  b oi l ing  of  wo olens ,  nor  to  any
appren t ice s  or  o the r  p er sons  employed  the re in  nor  to  the  l ab or  o f  young  p er sons  ab ove
the  ag e  o f  th i r t een  year s  w h en  e mploye d  in  pa ck ing  go ods  in  any  ware house  or  p la ce
a t tache d  to  any  mi l l  and  not  use d  for  any  man ufac tur ing  proces s ;  prov ide d  a l so, tha t
nothing  in  this  act  sha l l  apply  or  extend to  any  mi l l  or  fac tor y  used so le ly  for  the  manufac ture
of  l ace .  .  .  .

6 .  .  .  a n d  i t  b e  f u r t h er  enac t ed  t h a t  t h ere  s h a l l  b e  a l lowe d  in  the  cour se  o f  ever y  day  not  l e s s
t h a n  on e  a n d  a  h a l f  h o u rs  for  t h e  m e a l s  to  e ver y  such  p er s on  re s t r ic t ed  a s  h e re i n - be f ore
prov i de d  to  the  p er for mance  o f  t we lve  hour s  da i ly  wor k .

7 . A n d  b e  i t  ena c te d  t h a t  f rom a n d  a f te r  t h e  f i r s t  d ay  of  Janu a r y  on e  t h o u s a n d  e i g h t  h u n d re d
and  th i r t y - four  i t  sha l l  not  b e  l aw f u l  for  any  p er son  w hat so e ver  to  e mploy  in  any  f ac tor y
or  mi l l  a s  a foresa id ,  exce pt  in  mi l l s  f or  the  manufa c ture  o f  s i lk ,  any  ch i ld  w ho  sha l l  not
have  comple te d  h i s  or  her  n in th  y ear  o f  ag e .

8 . A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h er  e na c t ed , t h a t  f rom a n d  a f ter  t h e  ex p i r a t i on  of  s i x  m on t h s  a f ter- t h e
pass ing  of  th i s  a c t  i t  sha l l  not  b e  l aw fu l  f or  any  p er son  w hat so e ver  to  employ, ke ep  or
a l low  to  rem a i n  i n  a ny  f ac to r y  or  m i l l  a s  a f ore s a i d  for  a  l on ge r  t i m e  t h a n  for t y - e i g h t
hours  in  any  one  we ek , nor  for  a  longer  t i m e  t h a n  n i n e  h o u rs  i n  a ny  on e  d ay, e xce pt  a s
here in  p rov ided , any  ch i ld  w ho  sha l l  not  have  comple te d  h i s  or  her  e le ve nth  year  o f  ag e ,
or  a f ter  t h e  e x p i r a t i on  of  e i g h te en  m on t h s  f rom t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h i s  a c t  a ny  ch i l d  w h o
sha l l  not  have  comple ted  h i s  or  h e r  t we l f t h  ye a r  o f  a g e  or  a f ter  t h e  ex p i r a t i on  o f  t h i r t y
months  f rom the  pas s ing  of  th i s  ac t  any  ch i ld  w ho  sha l l  not  have  comple ted  h i s  o r  her
th i r t e enth  year  o f  ag e :  prov ided  ne ver the l e s s ,  tha t  in  mi l l s  fo r  the  manufac ture  o f  s i l k ,
ch i ldren  unde r  the  age  o f  th i r t e en  year s  sha l l  b e  a l lowed  to  work  ten  hour s  in  any  one
d ay. .  .  .

1 1 . A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h er  e na c t ed , t h a t  f rom a n d  a f ter  t h e  ex p i r a t i on  of  s i x  m on t h s  a f ter  t h e
pas s ing  of  th i s  a c t  i s  sha l l  not  b e  l aw fu l  for  any  p er son  to  employ, kee p  or  a l low to  re main
in  any  f ac tor y  or  mi l l  any  ch i ld  who  sha l l  not  have  comple te d  h i s  or  her  e leventh  year  o f
age  w i thout  such  c er t i f i ca te  a s  i s  here in-a f ter  me nt ione d , cer t i f y ing  suc h  ch i ld  to  b e  o f
the  ord inar y  s t rength  and  ap p ear anc es  o f  a  ch i ld  o f  the  age  o f  n ine  years ,  nor  f rom and
a f ter  t h e  ex p i r a t i on  of  e i g h tee n  m on t h s  a f ter  the  pas s ing  of  th i s  ac t  any  ch i ld  w ho  sha l l
not  have  comple te d  h i s  or  her  twe l f th  year  o f  ag e  w i thout  a  cer t i f i ca te  o f  the  same  for m,
nor  f rom and  a f t er  t he  exp i r a t ion  of  th i r t y  m o n t h s  a f ter  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h i s  a c t  a ny  ch i l d
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sha l l  not  have  comple ted  h i s  or  he r  th i r t e enth  year  o f  age , w i thout  a  cer t i f i ca te  o f  the
same  for m  w hich  cer t i f i ca te  sha l l  b e  t aken  to  be  su f f i c i e nt  e v iden ce  o f  the  ag es  re sp e c t ive ly
ce r t i f i e d  there in .

1 7 . . .  And whereas  i t  appears  that  the  provis ions  of  the  sa id  act  w ith  re lation to  the  appointment
of  i n s p e c t or s  were  n o t  d ul y  c a r r i ed  i n to  exe c ut i on ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  L aw s  for  t h e  Re g u l a t i on
of  the  Lab or  o f  Chi ldren  in  f a c tor i e s  have  b ee n  e vad ed , par t l y  in  conse qu en ce  o f  the  want
of  app oint me nt  o f  prop er  v i s i tor s  o r  of f i cer s  w hose  sp ec ia l  dut y  i t  was  to  en force  the i r
exe c ut i on ;  b e  i t  t h ere fo re  ena c te d  t h a t  u p on  t h e  g a s s i n g  of  t h i s  a c t  i t  s h a l l  b e  l aw f u l  for
h i s  Ma j e s t y  by  War r a n t  u n der  Hi s  S i g n  Manu a l  to  a pp oi n t  d u r i n g  h i s  m a j e s t y ' s  p l e a su re
four  p er sons  t o  b e  Insp ec to r s  o f  Fa c tor i e s  and  P laces  w h ere  the  Lab or  o f  C hi ldren  and
young  p er sons  under  e i g h te en  years  o f  ag e  i s  employed  and  in  the  ca se  o f  the  dea th  o r
d i s m i s s a l  o f  a ny  of  t h em  to  a pp o i n t  a n o t h er  i n  t h e  p l a ce  o f  suc h  de ce a s ed  i n s p ec t or,
w hich  sa id  se ver a l  inspe c tor s  sha l l  ca r r y  in to  e f fe c t  the  p owers ,  autho r i t i e s  and  p rov i s ion s
of  the  present  a c t ;  and  s uch  insp e c tor s  or  any  of  them are  hereby  emp owere d  to  en ter  any
fa c tor y  o r  m i l l  a n d  a ny  s ch o o l  a t t ac h ed  or  b e long i n g  t h ere i n , a n d  to  m a ke  i n qu i r y  such
p erso ns  a s  the y  may  cho ose  and  to  summo n and  re qui re  any  p e r son  up on  the  Sp or t  o r
e l s ew h ere  to  g ive  e v i de n ce  u p on  s uch  ex a m i n a t i on s  a n d  i n q u i r y  a n d  to  a d m i n i s ter  to
such  p e r son  an  o a th .

1 8 . A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h er  e n a c t ed , t h a t  t h e  s a i d  i n s p e c tor s  or  a ny  of  t h em  s h a l l  h ave  p owe r  a n d
are  here by  r equ i re d  to  make  a l l  s uch  r u le s , re gu la t ions  and  orders  a s  may  b e  ne ces sar y
for  the  due  e xe cut ion  of  th i s  a c t ,  whic h  r u le s , re gu la t i ons  and  o rd ers  sha l l  b e  b ind ing  o n
a l l  p er so ns  sub j ec t  to  the  prov i s ions  o f  th i s  a c t ;  and  such  insp ec tors  a re  a l so  he reby
autho r i zed  and  requ i re d  to  e n force  the  a t tendance  a t  s cho o l  o f  c h i ldren  employed  in
fa c tor i e s  accord ing  to  the  prov i s ions  o f  th i s  a c t  and  to  order  t i c ke t s  o r  s uch  o ther  means
as  the y  may  th ink  f i t  f or  the  Vouchers  o f  a t tendance  a t  such  sc ho o l s ;  .  .  .

1 9 . A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h er  ena c t ed , t h a t  f rom  a n d  a f ter  t h e  ex p i r a t i on  of  s i x  m on t h s  f rom t h e
p a s s i n g  of  t h i s  ac t  e ver y  ch i l d  h ere i n - be f ore  re s t r i c t ed  to  t h e  p er form a n ce  of  f or t y - e i g h t
hours  o f  l ab or  in  any  one  we ek  sha l l ,  so  long  a s  such  ch i ld  sha l l  b e  w i th in  the  sa id  re s t r i c te d
age , a t tend  so me  scho o l  to  b e  chosen  by  the  pare nt s  or  guard ians  o f  such  c h i ld , or  such
scho o l  a s  may  b e  app ointed  b y  any  insp ec tor  in  ca se  the  parent s  or  guard ians  o f  such
ch i ld  sha l l  o mi t  to  app oint  to  any  scho o l ,  or  in  ca se  suc h  ch i ld  sha l l  b e  w i thout  paren t s  or
guard ians ;  and  i t  sha l l  and  may  b e  l aw fu l  in  such  l a s t  me nt ione d  case  for  any  insp e c tor  to
ord er  the  employer  o f  any  s uch  ch i ld  to  make  a  d ed uc t ion  f rom the  we ek ly  wag es  of  such
ch i ld  a s  the  same  sha l l  b e co me due , not  exce e d ing  the  r a te  o f  o n e  penny  in  e ve r y  sh i l l ing
to  pay  f or  the  s cho o l ing  of  s uch  ch i ld ;  and  such  employer  i s  here by  r equ i re d  to  pay  the
sum so  ded uc ted  a ccord ing  to  the  order  and  d i re c t ion  o f  s uch  insp ec tor.

B ee s s e m em e     r  C o n v ee rr t ee rr
Ke lham Is l and  Museum

T h e  Be s s em er  p ro ce s s  conve r ted  i ro n  i n to  s te e l .
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C ra r     d i n g  r o o m
Eng r av ing , 1842
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